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Overwhelmed

No-one knows exactly how many people were killed in Kaduna.
Most estimates put the figure at more than 1,000 dead.
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This was slaughter on a savage scale. It has led to fears the
violence could destabilise Nigeria and its new democratic
government.

i _“:1\ | Wesaw thesurvivors - dive,
»Watch Ben but only just. Many have
. terrible burns. Some are
Brown's report suffering from gunshot wounds.
Others were attacked with
W real 28k machetes, swords, even bows
and arrows.

Thelocal hospital cannot cope.
It has dealt with so many
casualtiesthat it is running out
of antibiotics, bandages and
drips.

'Old enough to die - —
Y acoub aged 12: Set alight by the mob

In one ward we found alittle boy who had been knocked down
by the mob and covered in dry grass which was set on fire.

Heisonly 12 years old - as far as the mob was concerned, he
was old enough to die.

His nameis Y acoubu Hudu - a Muslim attacked by Christians,
but in Kaduna, there are victims like this on both sides.

We do not know exactly who started the orgy of violence here.

What we do know isthat it ended with Christians and Muslims
alike hunting each other down and murdering each other in cold
blood.

Killing zone

Kadunais among the biggest citiesin the whole of Nigeria, but
for three solid days last week it turned into one vast killing zone.

It isnow totally devastated. It looks likeit isjust been through a
war.

In one area, where virtually every home and business has been

burnt down, we found 15-year-old Mohammed looking for the
body of hisfather.

"A mob shot my dad," he says. "Then, as he attempted to escape,
they finished him off with machetes.”

Next door, awoman called Halima told me her husband too was
butchered.

He had tried to warn her and the children to run, she says, but
youths put atyre round his neck and set fireto him.
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She says she is too traumatised
to look after her baby and wants
someone else to take it.

Catastrophic danger

The army has poured into
Kadunato restore the peace, but
ordinary people are still pouring
out, salvaging what they can
and leaving town.

‘M b o 4

"We are Christians. They arekilling us
for nothing"

They areterrified Kaduna's
killing spree may not be over
yet.

"We want to go. We are
Christians in this house,” a ;
women told me. "They don't ask |
for anything, they are just
killing us for nothing."

As she and many others flee,
Nigeriais holding its breath.

The violence here has already
spread, but if it ignites awhole
new wave of communal killing, Peopleareleavingin fear of more
the results in this, the most violence

populated nation in Africa, could be truly catastrophic.
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