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*The BBC's
Richard Galpin
"Even worse
violence was
taking place
elsewherein this
troubled region”
s real 28K

*The BBC'sTom
Butler
"Sceneslike
these have been
repeated again
and again"

s real 28K

and more than 200 injured.

The head of the military
station in Tobelo, Captain
Made Parsim, told the
French news agency AFP
that some 12,000 people -
Muslims and Christians -
had sought safety and
refuge at alocal army
barracks.

Extra troops have been
sent to the islands to
restore peace

He said that several houses
were still burning in the The situation is now
town, but "thereis no longer | \nder control
the sound of gunshots or
explosives'.

Captain Danny Momole
Captain Danny Momole of

the Tobelo police confirmed that "the situation is now
under control, although tension remains high".

Wor st violence so far

The BBC's Richard Galpin in Jakarta saysit isthe
worst incident in ayear of violence in the region.

Hnluccan Islands

Seven people reportedly
died in clashes on the
island of Tidore on
Wednesday.

More than 2,000
Indonesian troops are
trying to restore peace on
the islands. Extra troops
have been sent to
Halmahera.

l D‘HE.EIA

However, Indonesian
President Abdurrahman Wahid has ruled out imposing
martial law on the islands.

He admitted the situation was out of control, but
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insisted martial law would not be the right answer.

In addition to the fighting in Halmahera and Ambon,
reports say seven people died in clashes on the island of
Tidore on Wednesday.

More than 1,000 people are thought to have died in the
Moluccas since last January.
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