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From Our OWN paetz continuesto deny the allegations against him

Correspondent A Polish archbishop under investigation by the Vatican has
_____________ resigned amid accusations that he molested young clerics.

L etter From The 67-year-old Archbishop of
. Poznan, Juliusz Paetz, has
America consistently denied the
UK accusations, which have shaken
UK Politics the churchin Pope John Paul 11's
Business

homeland.
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The Holy Father
accepted my resignation

Celebrating mass in Poznan Archbishop Juliusz Paetz
Cathedral on Thursday, inan

annual liturgy for priests during which they renew their
priesthood oaths, the archbishop said he had submitted his

resignation for the "good of the church”.

"The Holy Father accepted my resignation,” he said.

He repeated his view that he had fallen victim to
misinterpretations of his "kindness and spontaneity”.

Underground tunnel

Archbishop Paetz has been accused by fellow priests of paying

ight visits to the lodgings of seminarians, cuddling up to young
[EIEIC oy Niont visitsto the lodai
BIEIE Weather clericsin public and using an underground tunnel to pay

SERVICES unannounced visits to his targets.

Daily E-mail He is the highest-ranking prelate to be brought down by a
News Ticker scandal of thiskind since Austrian Cardinal Hans Hermann
Groer was forced to give up al his dutiesin 1998, amid

Mobiles/PDAs allegations that he had molested young boys.

ON THIS STORY
»= The BBC's Fiona Werge

"His resignation comes
after aVatican
investigation"

<1 Polish journalist Adam
Szostkiewicz
"Of course the Archbishop
Is denying everything"
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The Vatican confirmed that the AP
Pope had accepted the [ =
archbishop's resignation and
named as his successor
Monsignor Stanislaw Gadecki,
52, an auxiliary bishop in the
town of Gniezno.

Last week in an annual letter to
pn&sts the Pope denounced the |
"sins of our brothers" which

brought scandal upon the
Church and made the laity
suspicious of even the "finest"
priests.

The Pope has denounced a "grievous
form of evil"

He said these brothers had
succumbed to "the most
grievous form of evil at work in theworld".

Vatican probe

A magjor paedophile scandal has engulfed the Roman Catholic
Church in the United States, while other cases of sexual abuse
and harassment involving the clergy have also recently come to
lightin Ireland and Australia.

Local priestsin Poznan are reported to have waged along
campaign to have Archbishop Paetz removed from office and
finally succeeded in getting the Vatican to send an investigative
team in November.

Newspapers said the team had found no direct evidence of
Archbishop Paetz abusing priests but concluded he had indulged
in "inappropriate behaviour".

Inal7 March letter read in Poznan churches, the archbishop
wrote: "I deny all the information published by the mediaand |
assure you that it is a misinterpretation of my words and
behaviour."
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