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Polish archbishop quits in sex row

Paetz continues to deny the allegations against him

A Polish archbishop under investigation by the Vatican has
resigned amid accusations that he molested young clerics.

The Holy Father
accepted my resignation

Archbishop Juliusz Paetz

The 67-year-old Archbishop of
Poznan, Juliusz Paetz, has
consistently denied the
accusations, which have shaken
the church in Pope John Paul II's
homeland.

Celebrating mass in Poznan
Cathedral on Thursday, in an
annual liturgy for priests during which they renew their
priesthood oaths, the archbishop said he had submitted his
resignation for the "good of the church".

"The Holy Father accepted my resignation," he said.

He repeated his view that he had fallen victim to
misinterpretations of his "kindness and spontaneity".

Underground tunnel

Archbishop Paetz has been accused by fellow priests of paying
night visits to the lodgings of seminarians, cuddling up to young
clerics in public and using an underground tunnel to pay
unannounced visits to his targets.

He is the highest-ranking prelate to be brought down by a
scandal of this kind since Austrian Cardinal Hans Hermann
Groer was forced to give up all his duties in 1998, amid
allegations that he had molested young boys.
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The BBC's Fiona Werge
"His resignation comes
after a Vatican
investigation"
Polish journalist Adam
Szostkiewicz
"Of course the Archbishop
is denying everything"

See also:

23 Feb 02 | Europe
Polish archbishop 'molested
students'

21 Mar 02 | Europe
Pope denounces 'evil' sex priests

08 Jan 02 | Europe
Vatican acts on paedophile priests

09 Nov 01 | Country profiles
Country profile: Poland

25 Jan 02 | Country profiles
Country profile: Vatican

Internet links:

Rzeczpospolita

The Vatican

The BBC is not responsible for the
content of external internet sites

Top Europe stories now:

Ireland orders priest abuse inquiry

Record number stands in French
poll

Germany may bail out football
clubs

Italy's politicians 'threat to justice'

Detentions after Jewish attacks

BBC News | EUROPE | Polish archbishop quits in sex row

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1898000/1898532.stm (1 of 3) [4/5/2002 6:06:48 AM]

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/categories/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/communicate/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/whereilive/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/a-z/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/from_our_own_correspondent/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/from_our_own_correspondent/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/letter_from_america/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/letter_from_america/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audiovideo/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dailyemail/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/services/ticker/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/services/mobile/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/media/video/36640000/rm/_36640534_polish21_werge_vi.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/media/audio/36634000/rm/_36634077_polish12_st.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/media/audio/36634000/rm/_36634077_polish12_st.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1837000/1837840.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1837000/1837840.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1885000/1885380.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1749000/1749911.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/country_profiles/newsid_1054000/1054681.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/country_profiles/newsid_1066000/1066140.stm
http://www.rzeczpospolita.pl/
http://www.vatican.va/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1912000/1912153.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1911000/1911975.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1911000/1911975.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/business/newsid_1911000/1911961.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/business/newsid_1911000/1911961.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1911000/1911267.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/newsid_1912000/1912267.stm


Feedback

Help

Low Graphics

The Pope has denounced a "grievous
form of evil"

The Vatican confirmed that the
Pope had accepted the
archbishop's resignation and
named as his successor
Monsignor Stanislaw Gadecki,
52, an auxiliary bishop in the
town of Gniezno.

Last week in an annual letter to
priests, the Pope denounced the
"sins of our brothers" which
brought scandal upon the
Church and made the laity
suspicious of even the "finest"
priests.

He said these brothers had
succumbed to "the most
grievous form of evil at work in the world".

Vatican probe

A major paedophile scandal has engulfed the Roman Catholic
Church in the United States, while other cases of sexual abuse
and harassment involving the clergy have also recently come to
light in Ireland and Australia.

Local priests in Poznan are reported to have waged a long
campaign to have Archbishop Paetz removed from office and
finally succeeded in getting the Vatican to send an investigative
team in November.

Newspapers said the team had found no direct evidence of
Archbishop Paetz abusing priests but concluded he had indulged
in "inappropriate behaviour".

In a 17 March letter read in Poznan churches, the archbishop
wrote: "I deny all the information published by the media and I
assure you that it is a misinterpretation of my words and
behaviour."
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