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Predator priests

April 16, 2002

By Joyce Howard Price
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Unlike other Catholic priests convicted of sexual abuse, John J.
Geoghan, Boston's defrocked priest linked to 136 molestations,
targeted both pre-pubescent and sexually mature teen-age boys.

"He knew no bounds. His victims
ranged in age from 6 to 15," said Boston
lawyer Mitchell Garabedian, attorney for

many of Geoghan's victims.

In the mgjority of similar cases,
convicted priests were not pedophiles
pursuing pre-pubescent children, but men
seeking illegal sexual relations with
physically developed teen-age boys,
contend researchers of sexual-abuse cases

involving priests.

Father Donald B. Cozzens, author of
"The Changing Face of the Priesthood,"
speculates that the "disproportionate
number of gay men that populate our
seminaries’ isthe root of such sexual

abuse.

He says 90 percent of reported abuse
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cases are from teen-age boys, and Catholic Church leaders have not
addressed the problem because they fear it will reveal that the
"percentage of homosexual priests and seminariansis significantly

higher than in the population at large."

"I think we have to ask the question: Why are 90 to 95 — and some
estimates say as high as 98 — percent of the victims of clergy acting
out against teen-agers, boys? Why isn't there a higher percentage of
teen-age girls?' Father Cozzens recently said on NBC's "Meet the

Press.”

But Dr. Fred Berlin, founder of the National Institute for the Study,
Prevention and Treatment of Sexual Trauma at the Johns Hopkins
Medical Institutions, contends that regardless of any trend or patternin
priests sexual orientation, thereis no evidence that homosexua men
— priests included — are any more likely to seek out adolescent boys
for sex than heterosexual men are to go after teen-age girls.

Dr. Berlin said any adult male who repeatedly seeks sexual
relations with adolescent minors has a sexual disorder known as

"ephebophilia.”

http://www.washtimes.com/culture/20020416-88375322.htm (1 of 3) [4/20/02 9:20:32 PM]

Could it
belong |

to
your
business?

Ehe Washington Times

AP BREAKING NEWS
Updated at 8:30 p.m.

* Police Search Home of
Robert Blake

« Alice in Chains Singer
Found Dead

* Ex-Nirvana Members Want
Love Tested

* Banderas Gets Anthony
Quinn Award

* Rome to Inaugurate New
Concert Hall

Updated at 8:30 p.m.

 Protesters demand
Palestinian state

* World Bank/IMF protesters
blast debts

* G7: Europeans claim
strength

« Bodies of Canadian
soldiers return home

« Arafat sets up Palestinian
relief council

« Terrorist financing remains
key G7 concern

¢ Audit: Russia embezzled
IMF loans


http://www.washingtontimes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.washtimes.com/culture/index.htm/1815828448/Top/HomeGuide001/homeflash7.gif/31386361306234363363633231313430
http://www.washingtontimes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.washtimes.com/culture/index.htm/1676984126/Position1/Barter/Barter120X90.gif/31386361306234363363633231313430
http://www.adone.com/washingtontimes
http://www.washtimes.com/archives.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/subscriptions.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/contact-twt.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/about-twt.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/
http://www.washtimes.com/national
http://www.washtimes.com/world
http://www.washtimes.com/commentary
http://www.washtimes.com/op-ed
http://www.washtimes.com/metro
http://www.washtimes.com/sports
http://www.washtimes.com/business
http://www.washtimes.com/technology
http://www.washtimes.com/entertainment
http://www.washtimes.com/culture
http://www.washtimes.com/weather
http://www.washtimes.com/businesstimes
http://www.washtimes.com/familytimes
http://www.washtimes.com/autoweekend
http://www.washtimes.com/weekend
http://www.washtimes.com/books
http://www.washtimes.com/fhg
http://www.washtimes.com/arts
http://www.americasnewspaper.com/
http://www.adone.com/washingtontimes
http://www.washtimes.com/giftguide
http://www.washtimes.com/touristguide
http://www.internationalreports.net/
http://www.print2webcorp.com/news/washingtontimes/employmentextra/
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20020420-4194509.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20020420-4194509.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/world/20020420-28622985.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/world/20020420-28622985.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20020420-12664990.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20020420-12664990.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20020420-12664990.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20020420-5595366.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/national/20020420-5595366.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/metro/20020420-18087990.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/metro/20020420-18087990.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/business/20020420-17154170.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/business/20020420-17154170.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/sports/20020420-94429320.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/sports/20020420-94429320.htm
http://wire.ap.org/?PACKAGEID=murders&SLUG=BLAKE%2dARREST
http://wire.ap.org/?PACKAGEID=murders&SLUG=BLAKE%2dARREST
http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=ARTS&SLUG=OBIT%2dSTALEY
http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=ARTS&SLUG=OBIT%2dSTALEY
http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=ARTS&SLUG=PEOPLE%2dLOVE
http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=ARTS&SLUG=PEOPLE%2dLOVE
http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=ARTS&SLUG=PEOPLE%2dBANDERAS
http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=ARTS&SLUG=PEOPLE%2dBANDERAS
http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=ARTS&SLUG=ROME%2dNEW%2dCONCERT%2dHALL
http://wire.ap.org/?FRONTID=ARTS&SLUG=ROME%2dNEW%2dCONCERT%2dHALL
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-022702-3212r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-022702-3212r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-023632-3324r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-023632-3324r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-022946-5562r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-022946-5562r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-014907-4310r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-014907-4310r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-025010-5034r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-025010-5034r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-035306-3003r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-035306-3003r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-061209-3879r.htm
http://www.washtimes.com/upi-breaking/20042002-061209-3879r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.washtimes.com/culture/index.htm/1881256136/Position2/default/empty.gif/31386361306234363363633231313430

Predator priests -- The Washington Times

"This doesn't mean they are homosexual. They could be
homosexual ephebophiles or homosexual pedophiles,” depending on

the age of the youngsters, Dr. Berlin said. click [: There
Ephebophiliais not specifically defined or even mentioned in the
American Psychiatric Association's "Diagnostic and Statistical Manual Tlye Mhashington Thnes

of Mental Disorders," according to APA spokesman John Blamphin.

But both he and Dr. Berlin say it would be included under the
heading for "paraphilias not otherwise specified.”

Some doctors who specialize in sex abuse do not believe
homosexuality can be linked to either pedophilia— the sexual abuse
of children under the age of puberty (generally 13) — or ephebophilia.

"I can certainly imagineit's afactor in some individual instances,
but we don't have research to show it's a primary factor,” Dr. David
Fassler, achild psychiatrist in Burlington, Vt., said in atelephone
interview.

A more important factor may be that many priests who abuse
youths were themselves sexually abused. Some doctors even point out
that many young men who become priests suffer from stunted sexual
development and may seek out sexual partnersin their own emotional
age range.

Richard Sipe, a psychiatrist and former priest who has researched
the issue, says homaosexual men comprise at least 30 percent of the
priesthood. He said he has seen some internal studies by "church
officials" that put the figure at between 40 percent and 50 percent.

Father C. John McCloskey, director of the Catholic Information
Center in Washington, believes no more than 2 percent to 4 percent of
priests are homosexuals.

Disclosures of sexual abuse of children and teens by priests have
become a national crisis for the Catholic Church. Accusations of such
abuse against priests, former priests, or even higher-ranking church
officials have occurred not only in Boston, but alsoin St. Louis and
other parts of Missouri; Bridgeport, Conn.; Palm Beach, Fla; San
Francisco; Detroit; Wilmington, Del.; New Y ork; Los Angeles; New
Hampshire; and Maine.

A Floridabishop resigned in the wake of such accusations, and
pressure is mounting for Boston's Cardinal Bernard Law to step down
because of concernsthat he did little to stop known abusersin his
diocese. Dozens of other priests have either resigned or been
suspended.

Pope John Paul 11 did address the church’'s mushrooming sex
scandal in a 22-page annual pre-Easter |etter to clergy. Without using
the term "sex abuse," the pope said guilty priests have succumbed to
the "most grievous forms" of evil and "brought scandal” to the church.
He offered no suggestions for addressing the problem.

Y esterday, the pope summoned Americas 13 cardinals to Rome for
ameeting next week that Vatican officials said will focus on the sex-
abuse scandal in the American church.

One child psychiatrist in the District, who did not wish to be
identified, criticized the American Psychiatric Association for
"prostituting themselves and getting politically correct.”

He said the APA has downplayed the role of homosexualsin both
pedophiliaand in ephebophilia.

The local psychiatrist hailed the editors of the Washington Blade
for printing a front-page story last week that examinesthisissue. "It'sa
lie" to disassociate homosexuality from sexual abuse of male minors,
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the doctor said in an interview.

The Blade article points out that "some aspects of gay male culture
do place a high value on youth, complete with terms like 'chicken' and
‘twink' to describe desirable young men."”

But Jim Fitzgerald, a homosexual psychologist in Marietta, Ga.,
insistsin the article that homosexuals do not put any more emphasis on
youth than heterosexuals. He acknowledged that the term " chicken"
can refer to "older teens,” but said it can a'so mean young men "in
their early 20s."

Sean Cahill, director of the National Gay and Leshian Task Force
Policy Institute, told the Blade: "It's obvious when you have a man and
ateen-age boy that there is a same-sex element.” But he hastened to
add that doesn't mean all homosexual men are molesting minors.

Geoghan is currently serving afour- to five-year prison term for
molesting a 10-year-old boy and has 18 more cases pending against
him, Mr. Garabedian said.
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