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KADUNA, Nigeria-- A shadow has been cast over next week's first anniversary

of the end of military rule in Nigeria after an upsurge in communal violence left
an estimated 200 dead in the city of Kaduna.

However, many northerners and political analysts suggest that the two days of
clashes this week, between the mostly Christian ethnic minorities and Muslim
Hausa-Fulani, seem more narrowly focused than February riots that killed up to
2,000.

"It appears that people who suffered lossesin the
February fighting are taking advantage of the
current unrest to carry out revenge attacks," one
Kadunaresident said.

Religious strife in Nigeria

The elected government of President Olusegun Obasanjo, which marksits first
year in office on May 29, has been plagued by religious and ethnic violence. But
it played down the latest clashes, even though soldiers were deployed as soon as
fighting broke out on Monday.

Minister says that situation is now ‘calm’

Jerry Gana, Nigerias Information Minister, did not even refer to the Kaduna
clashes when briefing journalists after Wednesday's regular Cabinet meeting,
until prompted.
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"Security reports confirm that the situation is now calm," he said.

The latest clashes in Kaduna were followed by tension in Aba, where two militant
youths were killed on Tuesday in a clash between police and supporters of the
failed breakaway republic of Biafra

Police stormed the Aba headquarters of the Movement for the Actualization of
the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB), which had flown a Biafran flag at a
rally on Monday.

Abaremained tense as MASSOB has declared that on May 27 it will relaunch the
republic, which was crushed by loyalist federal forcesin the late 1960s. The
resulting civil war killed about 1 million people.

Gana said the government had taken "adequate security measures to ensure that
this group does not disrupt the peace of the nation."

Muslims blamed for death of local man

Fighting broke out on Monday after some residents in the predominantly
Christian neighborhood of Narayi blamed Muslims for an earlier killing of alocal
man, police commissioner Mohammed Shehu said. Armed with clubs, stones and
machetes, they attacked and burned the homes of Muslims from the Barnawa
community, who quickly launched reprisals.

On Tuesday, the fighting spread to other areas, with the predominantly Christian
Tudun Wada neighborhood bearing the brunt of the violence, authorities said.

Kaduna state Gov. Ahmed Mohammed Makarfi met with religious and ethnic
leaders on Tuesday and imposed an 8 p.m. to 8 am. curfew in abid to contain the
violence.

The February fighting was sparked by plansto implement Islamic law, or sharia,
in some northern states. New courts were created under sharia with the power to
try criminal casesinvolving Muslims and mete out punishments.

Sharia supporters have said the laws would apply only to Muslims, but the calls
for Islamic law angered and frightened Nigeria's Christians.

The new courts have handed down sentences such as floggings, and a convicted
cow thief had his hand amputated.

While the earlier fighting was triggered by calls for sharia, it also was linked to
Nigerias web of ethnic disputes and the north's waning power since democratic
rule was ingtituted.

Southern Nigeriais predominantly Christian, and northern Nigeriais
overwhelmingly Muslim. Northerners dominate Nigeria's military and wielded
immense power during the 15 years of army rule, which ended with Obasanjo's
election last year.

The Associated Press and Reuters contributed to this report.

RELATED STORIES:

2 days of Christian-Muslim riotskill 100 in Nigeria

May 23, 2000

A sudden war in Nigeriaa How Kaduna exploded
February 25, 2000

After riots, police guard Nigerian Muslims at prayer
February 25, 2000

Police claim control over violence-wracked Nigerian city
February 24, 2000

http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/05/25/nigeria.riots/index.html (2 of 4) [5/25/2017 7:43:20 AM]

—\\‘-\—

com
TOP STORIES

Beijing hails U.S. trade
vote, denounces human

rights clause

5dead, 2 injuredin
Queens restaurant
shooting

Tokyo stocks up, HK slips

Eritrea announces
withdrawal in Horn of
Africawar

(MORE)
. ———
BUSINESS

Wall St. eyes economy

Prospects for Chinafunds

Judge set to rule on

Microsoft
MORE

4:30pm ET,
MARKETS 524
DJA + 113.1010535.30
NAS + 106.06 3270.61
S&P  + 2519 1399.05

Get

Quote

SPORTS

McGwire fastest to 20 HR
in Cardinals win

Dale Jr. wins Coca-Cola
pole with record run

Report: Hawks to name
Kruger coach Thursday

(MORE)



http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ASIANOW/east/05/25/china.trade/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ASIANOW/east/05/25/china.trade/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ASIANOW/east/05/25/china.trade/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/05/25/restaurant.shooting/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/05/25/restaurant.shooting/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/05/25/restaurant.shooting/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/2000/05/25/asia/asiawrap/
http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/05/25/ethiopia.eritrea.02/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/05/25/ethiopia.eritrea.02/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/05/25/ethiopia.eritrea.02/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/
http://cnnfn.com/2000/05/25/markets/stockswatch/
http://cnnfn.com/2000/05/25/mutualfunds/q_funds_china/
http://cnnfn.com/2000/05/24/technology/microsoft_hearing/
http://cnnfn.com/2000/05/24/technology/microsoft_hearing/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/markets/dow.html
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/markets/nasdaq.html
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/markets/sandp.html
http://www.cnn.com/cnnsi
http://www.cnn.com/cnnsi
http://cnnsi.com/baseball/mlb/news/2000/05/24/marlins_cardinals_ap
http://cnnsi.com/baseball/mlb/news/2000/05/24/marlins_cardinals_ap
http://cnnsi.com/motorsports/2000/cocacola600/news/2000/05/24/earnhardtjr._pole
http://cnnsi.com/motorsports/2000/cocacola600/news/2000/05/24/earnhardtjr._pole
http://cnnsi.com/basketball/college/news/2000/05/24/kruger_hawks_ap
http://cnnsi.com/basketball/college/news/2000/05/24/kruger_hawks_ap
http://www.cnn.com/cnnsi/
http://www.cnn.com/EMAIL/
http://community.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/chat/
http://www.cnn.com/feedback/
http://my.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnsi/
http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnfn/
http://www.cnn.com/ASIANOW/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnes/
http://www.cnn.com/cnnpt/
http://www.cnnitalia.it/
http://cnn.passagen.se/
http://cnn.vg.no/
http://www.cnn.dk/
http://cnn.co.jp/
http://europe.cnn.com/
http://www.cnn.com/CNN/Programs/
http://www.cnn.com/CNNI/
http://www.cnn.com/QUICKNEWS/
http://cnnradio.com/
http://www.cnn.com/CNN/
http://www.cnn.com/CNN/anchors_reporters/
http://www.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/
http://www.cnn.com/LOCAL/coordinates/
http://www.cnn.com/feedback/help/
http://www.cnn.com/INDEX/
http://www.cnn.com/SEARCH/
http://www.cnn.com/ads/e.market/
http://www.cnn.com/JOBS/
http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html#AP
http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html#Reuters
http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/05/23/nigeria.riot.ap/
http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/02/25/nigeria.why/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/02/25/nigeria.01/
http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/02/24/nigeria.01/index.html

CNN.com - 200 dead in religious clashes as Nigerian government marks anniversary - May 25, 2000

BARNES ~-NOBLE

Nigeriacalls on army to quell religious riots

February 22, 2000
Nigeriasruler urgescam as 19 dieinrioting

July 8, 1998

=2 All Scoreboards

RELATED SITES:

Islamic Shariah Institute

Christianity online

Nigeria

Africaonline

CIA world factbook: Nigeria
NigeriaWEB

Poly Sci: Federal Republic of Nigeria

Note: Pages will open in anew browser window
External sites are not endorsed by CNN Interactive.

http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/05/25/nigeria.riots/index.html (3 of 4) [5/25/2017 7:43:20 AM]

WEATHER

Enter your U.S. Zip:

Click herefor U.S. States
or world cities

(URSY

Undercover agents able to
breach security at 19
federa buildings, 2 airports

POLITICS

House approves China
trade pact

LAW

Defense callsfor mistrial in
Lewis murder trial

TECHNOLOGY

Shuttle crew revives space
station, prepares for 2nd
orbital boost

ENTERTAINMENT

'Mission: Impossible 2': A
hero, a babe, a motorcycle

HEALTH

Crayon makers,
government: No evidence

of asbestos threat in
crayons

TRAVEL

United proposes buying US
Airways



http://www.cnn.com/cnnsi/scoreboards/
http://www.cnn.com/WEATHER
http://www.cnn.com/WEATHER/browse.html
http://www.cnn.com/WEATHER/browse.html
http://www.cnn.com/US/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/05/24/security.breaches/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/05/24/security.breaches/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/US/05/24/security.breaches/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ALLPOLITICS/stories/05/24/china.trade/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ALLPOLITICS/stories/05/24/china.trade/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/LAW/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/LAW/05/24/ray.lewis.01/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/LAW/05/24/ray.lewis.01/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/TECH/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/TECH/space/05/24/shuttle.02/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/TECH/space/05/24/shuttle.02/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/TECH/space/05/24/shuttle.02/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/SHOWBIZ/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/SHOWBIZ/Movies/05/24/review.mi2/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/SHOWBIZ/Movies/05/24/review.mi2/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/HEALTH/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/HEALTH/05/24/crayon.asbestos/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/HEALTH/05/24/crayon.asbestos/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/HEALTH/05/24/crayon.asbestos/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/HEALTH/05/24/crayon.asbestos/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/TRAVEL/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/TRAVEL/NEWS/05/24/united.usairways/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/TRAVEL/NEWS/05/24/united.usairways/index.html
http://cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&RunID=19077&ProfileID=1040&AdID=13956&GroupID=369&FamilyID=3095&TagValues=4.8.435.1715.2430&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fbarnesandnoble.bfast.com%2Fbooklink%2Fclick%3Fsourceid%3D11764%26categoryid%3Dhomepage
http://cnn.com/event.ng/Type=click&ProfileID=1040&RunID=19077&AdID=19249&GroupID=369&FamilyID=3095&TagValues=4.8.435.1715.2430&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fcnn.newlineshop.com
http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/02/22/nigeria.01/
http://www.cnn.com/WORLD/africa/9807/08/nigeria.abiola.04/
http://www.shariah-institute.org/
http://www.christianity.net/
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/nigeria.html
http://www.africanews.org/west/nigeria/
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/ni.html
http://odili.net/nigeria.html
http://www.polisci.com/world/nation/NI.htm

CNN.com - 200 dead in religious clashes as Nigerian government marks anniversary - May 25, 2000

FOOD

Mexico to reorder coffee
exports, boost demand

ARTS& STYLE

Does your toothbrush have
style?

I (MORE HEADLINES)

Back to the tOQ © 2000 Cable News Network. All Rights Reserved.

Terms under which this service is provided to you.
Read our privacy guidelines.

http://www.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/africa/05/25/nigeria.riots/index.html (4 of 4) [5/25/2017 7:43:20 AM]


http://www.cnn.com/FOOD/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/FOOD/news/05/24/food.coffee.mexico.reut/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/FOOD/news/05/24/food.coffee.mexico.reut/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/STYLE/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/STYLE/design/05/24/design.moos/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/STYLE/design/05/24/design.moos/index.html
javascript:openWindow('/desktop/frameset.exclude.html','desktopnews','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no,width=260,height=380')
http://www.cnn.com/interactive_legal.html
http://www.cnn.com/privacy.html

	cnn.com
	CNN.com - 200 dead in religious clashes as Nigerian government marks anniversary - May 25, 2000


	DDHNIBEMCCGCCAFPCJIAEGJDNMECEFAE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [CNN Sites]


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [CNN Sites]


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: cnni
	f3: 0
	f4: 1
	f5: 10
	f6: 1
	f7: 1
	f8: 
	f9: 
	f10: all
	f11: 
	f12: 
	f13: izcb-search
	f14: zcb
	f15: [CNN]
	f16: 

	f17: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: quote
	f2: 

	f3: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form6: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form7: 
	x: 
	f1: [ ]


	form8: 
	x: 
	f1: 266324
	f2: searchby
	f3: [keywordsearch]
	f4: 

	f5: 

	form9: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: cnni
	f3: 0
	f4: 1
	f5: 10
	f6: 1
	f7: 1
	f8: 
	f9: 
	f10: all
	f11: 
	f12: 
	f13: izcb-search
	f14: zcb
	f15: [CNN]
	f16: 

	f17: 




