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Uzbek officer and nine rebels -
werekilled in a shoot-out near
Andijan in eastern Uzbekistan.

Tommy Suharto escapes - again

First 'frozen' twins born

Cambodia debates Khmer Rouge
trial

Australian couple detained in Laos

The Uzbek Government has
renewed calls for increased
vigilance by the population.

M eads gets top Kiwi honour

Kazakhstan is tightening
security on the border with
Uzbekistan, and sniper and hill
units are getting intensive
training to prepare them for
surprise assaults.

Linksto top Asia-Pacific stories
are at the foot of the page.

Islamic leader arrested Kyrgyz soldiers are struggling to stop the
rebels in the mountains

An Islamic leader wanted in Uzbekistan on charges of attempting

to overthrow the government and assassinate President Islam

Karimov is reported to have been arrested in Russia, where heis

now facing extradition.

According to Russia's Itar-Tass news agency, security officials
detained the Imam, Khadzhi Khudzhayev, in the Siberian city of
Omsk.

The charges against him are said to relate to a series of bombings
last year in Tashkent, which the authorities blamed on Islamic
extremists.

Destabilisation

The BBC's Eurasia analyst Malcolm Haslett says the rebels do
not appear to be anywhere near launching the sort of concerted
military campaign that the Taleban have mounted in
Afghanistan.

Most of the groups which have penetrated Uzbekistan and its
neighbours seem to be relatively small, intent on starting a
destabilisation process, he says.

The fact that they have succeeded in finding youthful recruitsis
seen as evidence of a certain disillusionment with existing
regimes, areaction against the sometimes harsh measures taken
against even peaceful displays of Islamic feeling.

Linksto other Asia-Pacific stories
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