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Outrage over Holocaust remarks

Nearly six million Jews died in the Holocaust

A prominent religious leader in Israel has caused outrage by
referring to the six million victims of the Holocaust as
"reincarnated sinners".

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, who heads the country's third biggest
political party, made the remarks at a religious gathering in
Jerusalem on Saturday.

He also attacked Prime Minister Ehud Barak's attempts at peace
with what he called Palestinians "snakes".

These are incarnations of
those who has sinned and
made others sin.......
They were reincarnated
to make amends

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef

The remarks have been severely
criticised by various political
parties and Jewish leaders inside
and outside the country.

The Iraqi-born Rabbi Yosef is
one of the most powerful
religious figures in Israel.

His Shas party has 17 members
in 120-member parliament, and
was a part of Ehud Barak's
coalition until a month ago.

The party is opposed to any concessions to Palestinians and has
been leading a campaign against Mr Barak on the issue.

"Why do you bring them (the Palestinians) close to us?" Rabbi
Yosef told Saturday's gathering. "You bring snakes next to us.
How can you make peace with a snake?"

On the Holocaust, he said the Jews who died were reincarnations
of earlier souls, who, in the Rabbi's words, had sinned time and

Search BBC News Online

Advanced search options

BBC NEWS 24 BULLETIN

BBC ONE TV NEWS

WORLD NEWS SUMMARY

PROGRAMMES GUIDE

Full coverage of the twists on the
road to Middle East peace

See also:

22 Jun 00 | Middle East
Shas: Breaking the Israeli mould

01 May 00 | Middle East
Barak faces coalition break-up

29 Dec 99 | Middle East
Shas signals Israeli coalition deal

Internet links:

The Knesset

Government of Israel

The BBC is not responsible for the
content of external internet sites

Other top Middle East stories:

Outrage over Holocaust remarks

Punch-up over press law

US keeps grip on Iraq

US official tours Arab countries

Iran appoints the first woman
governor

Egypt's rights group appeals
against government

BBC News | MIDDLE EAST | Outrage over Holocaust remarks

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_868000/868578.stm (1 of 2) [8/6/2000 2:37:32 PM]

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/low/english/world/middle_east/newsid_868000/868578.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/feedback/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/help/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/from_our_own_correspondent/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/from_our_own_correspondent/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/letter_from_america/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/letter_from_america/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audiovideo/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport/default.stm
http://news6.thdo.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/advquery/query.htm
javascript: void request_launch();
http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/cta/n24.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/cta/n24.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/video/news169.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/video/news169.ram
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/news/summary.ram
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/news/summary.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audiovideo/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audiovideo/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/in_depth/middle_east/2000/mideast_peace_process/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/in_depth/middle_east/2000/mideast_peace_process/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/in_depth/middle_east/2000/mideast_peace_process/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_800000/800415.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_732000/732356.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_580000/580962.stm
http://www.knesset.gov.il/index.html
http://www.index.gov.il/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_868000/868244.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_868000/868350.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_818000/818118.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_867000/867937.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_867000/867937.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_817000/817503.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_817000/817503.stm


Paul Adams
reports from
Jerusalem
"Rarely has
Rabbi Ovadia
managed to
offend so many
people at the
same time"

 real 28k

time again.

"These are incarnations of those who has sinned and made others
sin....... They were reincarnated to make amends".

Unworthy

Prime Minister Barak told a cabinet meeting that the comments
were unworthy of a rabbi of Mr Yosef's status.

Rabbi Yosef opposes concessions to
Palestinians

Tommy Lapid, the leader of the
avowedly secular Shinui party,
told Israel radio the "vile
statements will delight the
remaining Nazis in the world".

Efraim Zuroff, head of the
Jerusalem office of the
Nazi-hunting Simon Weisenthal
Centre, said Rabbi Yosef's
remarks will undermine the
unifying affect of a national
tragedy.

The public reaction has also
been strong.

Israel's two main radio stations have been inundated with phone
calls and fax messages, most of them criticising Rabbi Yosef's
statement.

Israel is home to 230,000 people who lived in Nazi Germany or
countries conquered by the Nazis.

Barak battles for survival

UN troops deployed on Lebanese
border

Links to top Middle East stories
are at the foot of the page.

Links to other Middle East stories

^^ Back to top

News Front Page | World | UK | UK Politics | Business | Sci/Tech | Health | Education |
Entertainment | In-Depth | Talking Point | Audio/Video
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
>To BBC Sport

BBC News | MIDDLE EAST | Outrage over Holocaust remarks

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_868000/868578.stm (2 of 2) [8/6/2000 2:37:32 PM]

http://news.bbc.co.uk/olmedia/865000/audio/_868578_adams1500.ram
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_868000/868029.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_866000/866388.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/middle_east/newsid_866000/866388.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/copyright.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk_politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/sci/tech/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audiovideo/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport/default.stm

	news.bbc.co.uk
	BBC News | MIDDLE EAST | Outrage over Holocaust remarks


	GCHGPHEJKAOIPPJBPBJGBJLOHJLCJJGA: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: query
	f2: rank[d]
	f3: 32
	f4: 
	f5: Hi

	f6: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [#]





